
Monty Hale, Director of Missions 

 Upcoming Events 

September 

3  Labor Day, WOBA Closed 

4 Forge Leadership, Associational Office @ 10:30 

   Leadership Team Meeting, after Forge Lunch  

9 Hope Clinic Mini Golf Benefit, 3-5 @ Sooner Park 

25  Forge Leadership, (Date Change) Association Office      

 @ 10:30,  Leadership Team Meeting, after Forge Lunch 

26– Oct. 3   Latvia Vision Trip  

30 Final Date for Falls Creek Cabin Rental Requests  

October—   Pastor Appreciation Month 

4 ACP Reports due in to the Association Office 

9 Executive Board, Association Office, @ 11:30    

First Baptist, Pawhuska 

19-20 Green Country Jubilee, FB Bartlesville     

22  Annual Meeting, FB Pawhuska @ 6:30  

November 

6  Forge Leadership, Association Office @ 10:30 

        Leadership Team Meeting, after Forge Lunch  

22 Happy Thanksgiving!  WOBA closed 

December 

11 Association Christmas Fellowship 

24– Jan. 2    WOBA Closed 

25 Merry Christmas! 

   Pray for our Pastorless Churches 
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Grass Fires and Wet Toe-Sacks 
 

One of the most dangerous and most helpful things in this 
part of Oklahoma is a grass fire. I say it’s most dangerous   
because of the winds that blow constantly.  A small spark can 
get out of control and before you know it a raging destructive 
fire can char hundreds of acres.  It’s helpful because although 
it’s destructive it also burns off old grasses and weeds and a 
new landscape is born from the ashes.  Ranchers will set them 
on purpose (it’s called a controlled burn), to get the new grass 
to grow.  This year I noticed that it only took a couple of 
weeks for the charred hills to turn a beautiful green.  
 

In the past, many of the grass fires were fought with wet toe-sacks.  Every small home or farm had a 
few of them lying around.  They were used for a variety of things.  When a fast-moving grass fire 
broke out they were submerged in the horse trough and used to beat the fire out.  A line of residents 
from around the area would be called on to step up to the fire line and beat out the oncoming wall of 
flames.  With bandanas around their nose and mouth men, women and children would line up and 
beat the fire until it was no more. 
 

Every church has one or more of these wet toe-sack brigades.  The spark of a fire breaks out in a 
church or in the life of someone and they gather their compatriots and head to the water trough,    
toe-sack in hand.  They usually don’t wait too long, because they know if they let such a thing spread 
the wind of the Holy Spirit will blow and the fire will quickly be out of their control.  To these rugged 
defenders of all things status quo, a charred landscape would be devastating.  Things would not be 
the same.  “Sure, there is some deadness around, but we’re used to it”, they reason.  So, they beat 
out the flames with their criticism, apathy, and down right meanness.  Before too long the fire is over 
and their right back where they were, solidly in control. 
 

This phenomenon is nothing new.  Jesus dealt with a wet toe-sack brigade back when he was on 
earth.  They were called Pharisees.  When he healed a blind man on the Sabbath they tried their best 
to put out the fire.  Jesus knew what they were doing and basically called them false shepherds and 
thieves.  In John 10:10 he said, “…I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.”  Sure, 
he healed the blind man on the Sabbath.  The fire blew threw his life and burned out the old so that 
the new would spring forth.  Instead of rejoicing the toe-sack brigade was more concerned about 
when he did it. They totally missed the point.  It was about Jesus giving life to the full.   
 

It becomes increasing difficult for leaders in the Kingdom to put down their toe-sacks.  Things are just 
not the way they used to be, and we are unsure of ourselves these days.  It’s time to let Jesus bring 
life.  Let the wind blow.  Sure, it will be hard to see the old burn off, but new life will come as a      
result.  Put down your toe-sack.   
 

Keep Lookin’ UP 
 

Monty 

 

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-J-B9byhCP2w/WxVq1PvLCFI/AAAAAAAAAP8/DyePw5GfQjsV6BCEAaWygyMCM_wbsun-ACLcBGAs/s1600/small-grass-fire.jpg


Follow us on Facebook: Washington/Osage Baptist Association 

  

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Bartlesville, OK   74003 

Permit No. 42 

Washington/Osage Association 

Contribution Report 

June & July 2018 

There will be a 7:00 concert on Friday by the       
multi-award winning family group, The Issacs.       
The group features vocal and instrumental styles         
influenced by many genres of music including     
bluegrass, rhythm and blues, folk, country,           
contemporary, acoustic and southern gospel.      
They perform frequently at the Grand Ole Opry, 
Gaither Homecoming events, and many other      
venues. The Issacs have won over 7 Dove awards 
and have had several Grammy nominations.   

Saturday, 9am-noon, will feature two sessions with 
Tom Elliff, who after pastoring for 42 years, served 
the IMB of the Southern Baptist Convention, first as 
Senior Vice President and then as President, 2005-
2014. Tom is the founder of Living in the Word Publi-
cations, named after a radio broadcast he hosted for 
twenty-five years.  Saturday includes inspirational 
hymns, concluding with a Chick-fil-A lunch. Tickets   
for the event are $25 and can be obtained at the FB 
Bartlesville office or at www.mybfbc.org/events. 

  

Mark your calendar 
10:30 at the Association Office 

 
September 4 

September 25 
November 6 

 

Annual  Church   
Profile 

Due October 4 
 

Please call Barbara  
at 918-335-1255 if you have 

questions or need help! 

 

 
 
 
 

Washington/Osage 
Baptist Association  

 

Christmas Fellowship 
December 11 @ 6:30  

Eastern Heights  
 

“Masters Voice” 

Latvia Partnership 
 

 Vision Trip #2 is 

Sept. 26 - Oct. 3  

 3 WOBA churches are partnering 

with churches in Latvia Avant Baptist Church 761.46 

Bartlesville Southern Baptist 4,035.15 

Bluestem Baptist 1,189.24 

Calvary Baptist 925.78 

Eastern Heights Baptist  1,679.05 

FBC, Barnsdall 1,063.08 

FBC, Bartlesville 4,168.00 

FBC, Copan 250.00 

FBC, Dewey 1,994.99 

FBC, Hominy 436.98 

FBC, Nowata 2,198.39 

FBC, Ochelata 1,319.36 

FBC, Pawhuska 721.28 

FBC, Prue 745.58 

FBC, Ramona 2,695.80 

FBC, Skiatook 2,521.00 

FBC, Wynona 186.79 

Greater First Baptist  0.00 

Highland Park 520.40 

Labadie Heights Baptist 445.00 

Lenapah Baptist  402.00 

Lynn Baptist  60.90 

Matoaka Baptist 354.98 

Nelagoney Baptist 284.00 

New Harmony Baptist  1,605.00 

New Life Baptist  141.07 

Osage Indian Baptist  0.00 

Rose Hill Community Baptist 376.00 

Tri-County Baptist 393.00 

Trinity Baptist 336.94 

Victory Baptist 262.58 

Virginia Avenue Baptist 323.78 

Wann Baptist 258.32 

Westside Baptist 222.79 

Whippoorwill Baptist 141.54 

BGCO 499.84 

TOTAL 33,020.23 


